
Monday, 11 July 

09:30-11:00 Breakfast get-together. Meet your teachers and fellow participants. 

11:15-13:15 Introductory talk and panel discussion lead by Prof. Liisi Keedus (Tallinn 

University) 

Panel: Dr. Tommaso Giordani (Tallinn University), Dr. Henry Mead (Tallinn 

University/University of Oxford), Prof. Daniele Monticelli (Tallinn University), Dr. Piret 

Peiker (Tallinn University), Dr. Eva Piirimäe (University of Tartu), Prof. Georgios 

Varouxakis (Queen Mary, University of London) 

13:15-14:30 Lunch break 

14:30-17:00 Guided tour of the Old Town. Meeting point: front door of Mare building, 5 

Uus-Sadama. This event is part of general TSS cultural programme. Free of charge, not 

compulsory. 

18:00  Welcoming reception. Mare building, 5 Uus-Sadama, 3rd floor Atrium. 

This event is part of general TSS cultural programme, free of charge. 

 

Tuesday, 12 July 

09:30-10:30 Individual tuition upon agreement 

10:45-11:30; 11:45-12:30 Student presentations. Chair: TBA. 

12:30-13:45 Lunch break 

13:45-14:30; 14:45-15:30; 15.45-16.30 Student presentations. Chair: TBA 

17:00-18:30 Keynote lecture by Prof. Georgios Varouxakis  

How 'Global' Can Intellectual History Be? The History of the Idea of 'the West' as a Case 

Study. Chair: TBA. 

 

Wednesday, 13 July 

09:30-10:30 Individual tuition upon agreement. 

10:45-12:15 Seminar on keynote lecture lead by Dr. Georgios Varouxakis. 

12:30-13:15 Student presentation. Chair: TBA. 

13:15-14:15 Lunch break. 

14:15-15:00; 15.15-16.00; 16:15-17:00. Student presentations. Chair: TBA. 

17:30-19:00  Keynote lecture: Dr. Eva Piirimäe  

‘Serial Contextualism’ in Conceptual History? The Case of Self-Determination. Chair: TBA. 

 



Abstract: There is a wide recognition among historians of political thought that the meaning of a text 

can only be specified by uncovering its intellectual context. This kind of contextualism was initially 

developed as an alternative to conceptual history. As argued by one of the main intellectual architects 

of the contextual approach, Quentin Skinner, ‘there can be no histories of concepts; there can only be 

histories of their uses in argument’. Nevertheless, during the last decades, several longue durée histories, 

including those tracing the history of a single concept, have appeared. Skinner himself has also 

significantly contributed to this genre, while David Armitage has recently reminded us that such 

histories can still remain committed to contextualism; what is needed, is an approach of ‘serial 

contextualism’ that seeks to trace history in ideas, rather than history of ideas (or concepts). Yet what 

are these ‘series’ that we are interested in in such a long-range history? Concepts are used in arguments, 

but there are also argumentative patterns and conceptual schemes that seem to have a longer existence 

in time. What is gained and what is lost if we link these patterns to the political languages (‘-isms’) 

emerging in the nineteenth century (nationalism, liberalism, etc.) or to ‘-isms’ seen to have originated 

in earlier periods (e.g., republicanism)? Are there any alternative ways of identifying the relevant 

‘series’ in histories of concepts? The paper will explore these questions by reflecting on the ways in 

which long-range histories of the concept of self-determination (of peoples) could be written. 

 

Thursday, 14 July 

At Art Museum Kumu, 34 Weizenbergi/Valge 1 

09:30 Stroll to Kumu through the Kadriorg park (not compulsory). Meeting point: front door 

of Astra building, 29 Narva mnt.  

10:15-11:45 Seminar on keynote lecture lead by Dr. Eva Piirimäe 

12:00-13:45 “Landscapes of Identity“/“The Future is in One Hour“. Lecture tour in 

transnational intellectual art history at KUMU. Prof. Linda Kaljundi (Estonian Art 

Academy/TLU), Dr. Henry Mead 

13:45-15:15 Lunch break 

15:15-16:00; 16:15-17:00; 17:15-18:00 Student presentations. Chair: TBA. 

 

Friday, 15 July 

At Estonian Open Air Museum, 12 Vabaõhumuuseumi tee 

11:00 Trip to the museum. Meeting point: Vabaduse square, bus stop (buses 21, 21B). 

11:30-13:00 Lecture TBA. 

13.00-15.30 Lunch break at Kolu Inn. Lunch talk and museum exploration. 

15.30-16.15; 16.30-17.15; 17:30-18.15 Student presentations. Chair: TBA. 

Grill party 


